SIR EDWARD COKE
[Born 1552. Judge and law writer* Educated at Norwich Free
School and Trinity College, Cambridge. Went to reside in Clifford's
Inn in 1571, where he soon obtained a good practice. He married
Bridget Paston, who brought him £30,000, besides a considerable
property in land, and throughout his life he steadily added to his
possessions. Advanced by Burghley's influence, he became Recorder
of London and Solicitor-General in 1592, Speaker of the House of
Commons in 1593 and Attorney-General in 1594. To spite Bacon,
he married Burghley's granddaughter in 1598. Began publishing
his "Law Reports 1600. He showed great rancour in the trials of Essex,
Raleigh and the Gunpowder Plotters. Decided against the King's
authority to make law by proclamation 1610. Compelled, through
Bacon's influence and against his own wish, to become Chief Justice
of the King's Bench 1613. Suspended, partly through Bacon's
representations to James I, and then dismissed from this office 1616.
Though he returned to power kter, his chief fame rests on his T&ports,
which established the supremacy of the Common Law in England,
Died 1634.]
W
HEN I was first of the Middle Temple, I heard an
old Lawyer, who was his country-man affirme that
Sir Edward Coke, Knight, Lord Chief Justice of the
King's Bench, was borne but to 300 pounds a yeare land, and
I have heard some of his country say again that he was borne
but to 40 pounds per annum.   What shall one beleeve ?
He was of Clifford's Inne before he was of the Inner Temple,
as the fashion then was first to be of an Inne of Chancery.
Old John Tussell (that was my attorney) haz told me that
he gott a hundred thousand pounds in one yeare, viz, i° Jacobi,
being then Attorney-General!. His advice was that every man
of Estate (right or wrong) should sue-out his Pardon, which
cost 5 pounds which belonged to him,
He left an estate of eleaven thousand pounds per annum.
Sir John Danvers, who knew him, told me that he had heard
one say to him, reflecting on his great scraping of wealth, that
his sonnes would spend his Estate faster than he gott it; he
replyed, They cannot take more delight in the spending of it
then I did in the getting of it.
His second wife, Elizabeth, the relicfct of Sir William Hatton,
was with Child when he maried her: laying his hand on her
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